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church’s membership rapidly expanded and, 
today, worship is held at the Shiloh Baptist 
Church, 8310 Turning Leaf Lane in McLean. 

Rev. Dr. Robert F. Cheeks, Jr. currently 
leads the congregation in worship and pro-
gramming and, following the recent adoption 
of a new ministry strategy, Shiloh has suc-
cessfully increased its outreach to the wider 
community and has grown stronger in its fel-
lowship. I am pleased to join with them in 
celebrating this joyous occasion and recog-
nizing 140 years of dedicated service to the 
McLean community and the greater Wash-
ington metropolitan area. 

I wish Rev. Cheeks and the greater Shiloh 
Baptist Church family all the best as they con-
tinue to undertake the Lord’s work, and thank 
them for 140 years of service to our commu-
nity. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2013 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, on September 18, 
2013, I mistakenly voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
471. I meant to vote ‘‘nay’’ on the National 
Strategic and Critical Minerals Protection Act 
(H.R. 761). 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR. 
THIERRY PORTÉ 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 19, 2013 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I want to applaud 
the work of the Japan-U.S. Friendship Com-
mission, CULCON (U.S,-Japan Conference on 
Educational and Cultural Interchange) and the 
United States–Japan Bridging Foundation on 
the occasion of their upcoming meetings in 
Washington, D.C., and for their ongoing work 
in support of a strong U.S.–Japan relationship. 

I am especially honored to recognize the 
outstanding leadership of Mr. Thierry Porté, 
who has served the American people for six 
years as Chairman of the Japan–United 
States Friendship Commission and CULCON, 
and as Vice Chairman of the United States– 
Japan Bridging Foundation. 

The Japan–U.S. Friendship Commission, a 
Federal agency established in 1975, awards 
grants supporting Japanese studies and edu-
cational, artistic, cultural and intellectual ex-
changes between the two nations. CULCON, 
established in 1962, is a bi-national advisory 
panel to the U.S. and Japanese governments 
ensuring that the best of new ideas are imple-
mented as operational programs. CULCON 
also facilitates collaborations and partnership 
with other U.S.–Japan organizations. The 
United States–Japan Bridging Foundation was 
established in 1999 as a byproduct of the ef-
forts of CULCON and the Commission. The 
Bridging Foundation is a self-sustaining 
501(c)(3) nonprofit promoting educational and 
cultural exchanges. Collectively, these three 
organizations have been advancing and 
strengthening the vital educational and cultural 
foundations of the U.S.–Japan relationship. 

Mr. Porté’s enthusiastic and dedicated lead-
ership has been instrumental in the success of 
all three organizations. In the field of art and 
culture, Mr. Porté has been a staunch sup-
porter of the Japan–U.S. Friendship Commis-
sion’s U.S.–Japan Creative Artists’ Fellowship 
program that sends American artists to Japan 
for three months to collaborate with colleagues 
in their field. In spite of challenging financial 
circumstances, the Commission supported the 
continuation of this 30 year-old program 
whose impact reverberates as the artists con-
tinue their work with knowledge gained in 
Japan and working with their Japanese col-
laborators. 

Mr. Porté has also been a strong supporter 
of Japanese studies in the United States. He 
has helped sustain funding for this field with 
support for projects such as the North Amer-
ican Coordinating Council of Japanese Library 
Resources (NCC). The NCC creates programs 
and online services to support the research 
needs of the field of Japanese studies and for 
users with any interest in Japan, anywhere. 

The bedrock of the U.S.–Japan partnership 
is the close bond between our people, which 
remains the greatest resource for our Alliance. 
Student exchanges have been an important 
vehicle for nurturing the bonds between Japan 
and the United States. In this context, edu-
cational and cultural exchanges between 
Japan and the United States have been vital 
in building the strong partnership that exists 
today. At the same time, student exchanges 
help Japan and the United States to address 
the global challenges as partners with shared 
values, and enhance the global competitive-
ness of both countries. 

To jointly address these issues, Mr. Porté, 
as Chairman of CULCON, spearheaded the 
work of a bi-national Education Task Force to 
examine trends in bilateral student exchanges 
and to make recommendations to leaders in 
both nations towards an ambitious goal: Dou-
ble the number of U.S. and Japanese students 
studying in each other’s country by 2020. The 
Educational Task Force, which is made up of 
government, private sector (nonprofit and for 
profit), and academic leaders from each coun-
try, has examined trends in bilateral student 
exchanges, and made recommendations to 
leaders in both nations on ways to revitalize 
and invigorate U.S.–Japan educational ex-
changes. Through Mr. Porté’s leadership, the 
Task Force is making great strides in improv-
ing the quality and quantity of student ex-
changes. 

Throughout his tenure as Chairman of the 
Commission, Mr. Porté has worked with the 
leaders of several professional organizations 
to support educational needs in Japan. In this 
regard, Mr. Porté supported efforts by Teach 
for Japan to help train Japan’s most promising 
leaders to have an immediate impact on stu-
dent achievement and develop these leaders 
into a national movement for educational 
change. 

Mr. Porté has also been a staunch sup-
porter of the United States–Japan Bridging 
Foundation as it expands opportunities for 
American undergraduate students to study in 
Japan. I applaud the Bridging Foundation for 
its work as a public-private partnership to raise 
over $4 million and award over 1,000 scholar-
ships to American students since its inception. 

In short, the Japan–U.S. Friendship Com-
mission, CULCON and the U.S.–Japan Bridg-
ing Foundation have made great strides in 

promoting a strong and healthy U.S.–Japan 
relationship through the inspired leadership of 
Mr. Thierry Porté. 

On behalf of the Congressional Members 
serving as Commissioners of the Japan–U.S. 
Friendship Commission—Senator LISA MUR-
KOWSKI, Senator JAY ROCKEFELLER, Congress-
man JIM MCDERMOTT, and myself—I would 
like to express our deepest gratitude for these 
contributions and assure Mr. Porté and his 
colleagues that the positive results of their 
hard work will be felt for years to come. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF WOUNDED 
WARRIOR FELLOW EDWARD 
RELLA 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 19, 2013 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to an outstanding member 
of my staff, Mr. Edward Rella. Ed joined my 
office in March of 2012 through the U.S. 
House of Representatives’ Wounded Warrior 
Program. After a successful and productive 
fellowship, Ed will be moving on and his last 
day with my office will be Friday, September 
20, 2013. 

A native of New Jersey, Ed served as an 
Armored Crewman in the U.S. Army and 
served tours of duty in Kuwait and Bosnia. 
During his successful military career, Ed was 
awarded three Army Achievement Medals, two 
Army Good Conduct Medals, two Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medals and a National 
Defense Service Medal. 

I was honored to have the opportunity to 
participate in the Wounded Warrior Program 
and have Ed join my Albany District Office last 
year. Since 2008, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives has operated and funded the 
Wounded Warrior Program, offering full-time, 
two-year fellowships to veterans who have 
served on active duty since September 11, 
2001, have a 30% or greater VA disability rat-
ing and less than 20 years of service. Vet-
erans accepted into the program are em-
ployed by a House office to gain skills and 
work experience that will assist them as they 
transition to full-time, civilian employment. 

As Ranking Member of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Military Construction, Vet-
erans Affairs, and Related Agencies, it is im-
portant to me to have the insight, knowledge, 
and services that only a Veteran can provide 
and Ed has been an outstanding asset to my 
office. He has served as a caseworker on Vet-
erans issues and military affairs-related mat-
ters. He has represented my office very capa-
bly at numerous events and made a number 
of presentations on my behalf. I have received 
extremely positive feedback from my constitu-
ents and veterans organizations about his per-
formance and constituent service. 

Ed is an example of public service at its fin-
est and his work on military and Veterans 
issues, his first-hand knowledge of these 
issues, and his advocacy on behalf of the vet-
erans of Georgia’s Second Congressional Dis-
trict have been invaluable to my office. Ed has 
a tremendous work ethic and has gone above 
and beyond the highest standards expected 
from a Wounded Warrior Fellow. Truly, Ed is 
not just a member of my staff; I am proud to 
call him a friend. 
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